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II. LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device configured to variably display a plurality of symbol rows 
each having a symbol placement face formed in a curved surface on which a plurality of symbols 

are placed; 

an image display device being provided in front of and opposed to the variable 
display device and configured to display the symbols through a flat symbol transmission face and 
to display video images concerning a game, the image display device including a liquid crystal 
display for displaying the video images and a light guide plate located behind the liquid crystal 
display and in front of the variable display device, the light guide plate having at least one 
opening through which the symbols on the variable display device are displayed, the light guide 
plate providing backlighting to the liquid crystal display in regions outside of the opening; 

a symbol illumination device configured to illuminate the symbols; and 

an image display assistance device being provided lateral to an area between the 
variable display device and the image display device to cover an area sandwiched between the 
symbol placement face and the symbol transmission face, and configured to assist image display 
of the image display device, 

wherein the symbol illumination device comprises a rear illumination lamp 
configured to illuminate the symbols from behind the symbols and to provide backlighting to the 
liquid crystal display in the region within the opening of the light guide plate, and 

wherein the image display assistance device reflects light emitted from the rear 
illumination lamp to assist in providing backlighting to the liquid crystal display in the region 
within the at least one opening of the light guide plate. 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device configured to variably display a plurality of symbol rows 
on which a plurality of symbols are placed; 

an image display device being provided in front of the variable display device and 
configured to display video images concerning a game, the image display device including a 
liquid crystal display for displaying the video images and a light guide plate located behind the 
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liquid crystal display and in front of the variable display device, the light guide plate having at 
least one opening through which the symbols on the variable display device are displayed, the 
light guide plate providing backlighting to the liquid crystal display in regions outside of the 

opening; 

a symbol illumination device configured to illuminate the symbols; and 

an image display assistance device being provided lateral to an area between the 
variable display device and the image display device and configured to reflect light emitted from 
the symbol illumination device and to assist image display of the image display device, 

wherein the symbol illumination device comprises a rear illumination lamp 
configured to illuminate the symbols from behind the symbols, and 

wherein the image display assistance device reflects light emitted from the rear 
illumination lamp and reduces dark regions in the area sandwiched between the symbol 
placement face and the symbol fransmission face so as to enhance the viewing of the liquid 
crystal display. 

3. (CANCELLED) 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the symbol illumination device comprises a front illumination lamp configured to 
illimiinate the symbols from an angled direction of the front of the symbols, and wherein the 
image display assistance device reflects light emitted from the front illumination lamp. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the image display assistance device is attached to a housing that houses the variable 
display device. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the image display assistance device comprises a white plate. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the image display assistance device comprises a mirror plate. 
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8. (CANCELLED) 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device configured to variably display a plurality of symbol rows 
on which a plurality of symbols are placed; 

an image display device being provided in front of the variable display device and 
configured to display video images concerning a game, the image display device including a 
liquid crystal display fef displaying the video images and a light guide plate located behind the 
liquid crystal display, the light guide plate having at least one opening through which the 
symbols on the variable display device are displayed, the light guide plate providing backlighting 
to the liquid crystal display in regions outside of the at least one opening; 

a side illumination device being provided lateral to an area between the variable 
display device and the image display device and configured to illuminate the symbols from a 
side of the symbols; and 

a case that houses at least a part of the variable display device; and 

a rear illumination lamp disposed behind the symbols and operative to illuminate 
the symbols from therebehind, 

wherein the side illumination device includes a planar plate attached to the case 
and a lighting device provided on the planar plate, the planar plate reflecting light toward the 
light guide plate to assist in providing backlight to the liquid crystal display in the region within 
the at least one opening of the light guide plate. 

1 0. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A gaming machine comprising: 

a first display device configured to variably display a plurality of symbols; 

a second display device including a display panel that is provided opposed to and 
spaced from the first display device, and the second display device configured to display the 
symbols through the display panel and to display video images concerning a game on the display 
panel, the display panel being a liquid crystal display for displaying the video images, the second 
display device including a light guide plate located behind the liquid crystal display, the light 
guide plate having at least one opening through which the symbols on the variable display device 
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are displayed to a player, the light guide plate providing backlighting to the liquid crystal display 
in regions outside of the opening; and 

a display assistance device including a light reflector provided lateral to an area 
between the first display device and the display panel of the second display device, the light 
reflector configured to assist the displaying of the video images display of the second display 
device by providing reflected light to the liquid crystal display in the region within the opening 
of the light guide plate, the reflected light assisting in the backlighting of the liquid crystal 
display; and 

a rear illumination lamp disposed behind the symbols and operative to illuminate 
the symbols from therebehind. 

11. (CANCELLED) 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 10, 
wherein the display assistance device includes an illumination device that illuminates the area 
between the first display device and the display panel of the second display device. 

13. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 1, 
wherein the image display assistance device comprises a planar plate. 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 2, 
wherein the symbol illumination device fiirther comprises a front illumination lamp configured 
to illuminate the symbols from an angled direction of the front of the symbols, and wherein the 
image display assistance device fiirther reflects light emitted from the front illumination lamp. 

1 5 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The gaming machine according to claim 2, wherein 
the image display assistance device [[is]] includes a reflective plate attached to a housing that 
houses the variable display device and the rear illumination lamp behind the plurality of symbol 
rows of the variable display device, the reflective plate reflecting light emitted by the rear 
illumination lamp from behind the symbol rows to in front of the symbol rows . 
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16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 2, 
wherein the image display assistance device comprises a white plate. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The gaming machine as according to claim 2, 
wherein the image display assistance device comprises a substantially flat mirror plate. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The gaming machine as according to claim 2, 
wherein the imag e display assistanc e d e vic e compris e s a planar plat e light guide plate receives 
light through a periphery thereof, the light guide plate transmitting the light received therein 
through a forward face thereof towards the liquid crystal display . 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The gaming machine according to claim 9, wherein 
the planar plate comprises a substantially flat white plate , mirror plate, or both . 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The gaming machine as according to claim 9, 
wherein the planar plate comprises a mirror plat e light guide plate receives light through a 
periphery thereof, the light guide plate transmitting the light received therein through a forward 
face thereof towards the liquid crystal display . 

21. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 10, 
wherein the light reflector comprises a planar plate. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The gaming machine according to claim 10, 
wherein the light reflector reflects light from emitted by the rear illumination lamp from a 
location behind the symbols to a location in front of the symbols . 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 10, 
wherein the image display assistance device is attached to a housing that houses the first display 
device. 
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24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 23, 
wherein the first display device includes a plurality of mechanical reels. 

25. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The gaming machine according to claim 10, 
wherein the light reflector comprises a white plate. 
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